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drew the populations of the ancient world to the
religions of the East. These religions had something
deeper in them than those of Greece and Borne:
they addressed themselves more fully to the religions
sentiment. Almost all of them stood in some rela-
tion to the condition of the soul in another life, and
it was believed that they held the warrant of immor-
tality. Hence the favour in which the Thracian
and Sabazian mysteries, the thiasi and the confrater-
nities of all kinds, were held. It was not so chilly
in these little circles, where men pressed closely
together, as in the great icy world of that day.
Little religions, like the worship of Psyche, whose
sole object was consolation for human mortality, had
a momentary prevalence.8 The beautiful Egyptian
worships, which hid a real emptiness beneath a great
splendour of ritual, counted devotees in every part
of the Empire. Isis and Serapis had altars even in
the ends of the world. A visitor to the ruins of
Pompeii might be tempted to believe that the prin-
cipal worship which obtained there was that of Isis.
These little Egyptian temples had their assiduous
worshippers, among whom were many of the same